
General Aviation: 1961

Phenomenal growth of private and business flying, wh1~ch totaled about 13,000,000

hours in 1960, expected to contmue during current year; 16,000,000 hours

forecast for 1965. Aircraft sales continue to climb

general aviation's users of the com
mon airspace conduct the bulk of their,
operations at airports other than the'
226 tower-controlled fields is clear.

One area of statistical survey that
does show a complete picture, how
ever, is the FAA's air route traffic
control center report of 1,051,00{)
instrument approaches made during
fiscal year 1960. This is the second

ft..neral aviation activity during theV" year 1960 has again evidenced
the vigorous growth and continued en
couraging development of a lusty,
young American industry based on the
sale and use of private and business
aircraft. Industry leaders predict that
1961 will see a continuation of the
upward trend.

Last year, aircraft sales set an all
time high in total and unit retail
value, according to reports of manu
facturers who produce in excess of
90'f,. of all general aviation aircraft.
There were 7,588 new planes delivered
at a total retail value of $201,626,000.
Although deliveries in 1959 amounted
to a higher total of 7,689 units, the
total retail value for that year was
$173,168,000. This sharp upswing in
1960's retail value was a result of
increased demand for heavier single
and twin-engine aircraft types plus a
demand for all types and sizes of craft
to be more fully outfitted with better
communications and navigational
equipment. The number of twin-engine
planes delivered in 1960 was 1,225
units, up from 1959's total of 996.

Operations are worthy of note.
During fiscal year 1960, the latest 12
month period for which statistics are
available, FAA control towers at 226
airports handled a total of 26,367,000
takeoffs and landings. Of this number,
air carriers accounted· for 7,333,000
operations (28o/c) , the miiitary ac
counted for 4,045,000 (15%) and gen
eral aviation accounted for 57% of
the total operations with 14,989,000
takeoffs and landings. Figures show
ing the total operations of general
aviation aircraft at the remaining
6,200 airports can only be left to the
imagination.

Out of a statistical count of 6,426
registered airports, the airlines use
566 of these. Of the 226 tower con
trolled airports, only about eight are

THIS IS GENERAL AVIATION

~ PILOTS:

Total numberof pilots,general aviation
Instrument rated pilots,general aviation

~ PLANES:

Total registeredcivilaircraft as of Jan. I, 1961
Aircarrier aircraft 2,000
Registeredinactiveaircraft 30,000

32,000

Totalactivegeneralaviationaircraft
~ OPERATIONS:

Total hoursflownby usagecategory,1960:
Business
Commercial
Instructional
Pleasure and miscellaneous

Total hoursflown,general aviation,1960(AOPAestimate)
~ PASSENGERS:

Total passengersemplaned in civil aviationflying(1958)
Airline passengers(43%)

Total passengersemplaned,generalaviation(57%)
~ DOLLARS:

Generalaviationsales and servicesestimated at morethan
$1,000,000,000(one billion)annually.

used solely for general aviation. That
still leaves over 5,850 airports used
only for general aviation operations
which have no towers to control and
count traffic. It is also common knowl
edge that there are also hundreds of
additional uncounted strips used by
ranchers, farmers and other private
operators, from which general avia
tion flights originate. The fact that

349,000
54,000

108,000

32,000

76,000

6,100,000
2,500,000
2,000,000
2,400,000

13,000,000

103,790,868
44,630,073
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ITINERANT-AIRCRAFT-OPERATIONS
AT AIRPORTS HAVING FAA ATC FACILITIES

(Fiscal Years 1952-1960) (Continental United States)

PROJECTED ANNUAL FLYING HOURS
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Millions
of Hours

40

225

250

125

200

175

300 _ Military
- Gen.Aviation

275 - Air Carrier

150

100 I I I I I I I I
1952 '53 '54 '55 '56 '57 '58 '59 '601952 '53 '54 '55 '56 '57 '58 '59 '60

2

o

4

llions

FAA Graph

-t:r
/'T'I

~o
."~
3!
,....o-t

c::
en
/'T'I
:<J
tf;
C>
c::
<:::>
/'T'I

~
:z
<:::>

<:::>

:<J
/'T'I
C")-to
:<J
-<

en
en
c::
/'T'I

consecutive year that a slight der.rease
in the total of instrument approaches
was noted, due to a 20% drop in mili
tary approaches of this nature, but
air carrier and general aviation oper
ations showed increases·in instrument
approaches of 2% and 7%, respec
tively.

In terms of hours flown annually,
general aviation planes flew approxi
mately 13,000,000 hours during 1960,
more than three times the total num
ber of hours flown by air carrier air
craft in the same period. These data,
estimated from trends by the FAA,
showed an increase in hours flown by
general aviation from 1959's total of
12,400,000 hours. The hour total is
expected to increase to 16,000,000 by
1965.

Dwane L. Wallace, president of the
Cessna Aircraft Company, observed
that general aviation's contribution to
the nation's economy is now substan
tially in excess of $1,000,000,000, based
on the sale of airplanes, fuel, oil,
parts and supplies and wages paid to
personnel for the operation and main
tenance of planes, alone. This coin
cides with AOPA's estimates. General
aviation adds to the nation's produc
tivity, as well. Business flying enables
sales personnel to contact more wide
spread markets in a shorter period of
time and maintain better customer
service and relations. Small companies
and individual businessmen have
found that the time saving conveni
ence and flexibility of airplane use
enables them to reach whole new hori
zons of business and professional
opportunity, giving them a real com
petitive edge. Larger businesses use
airplanes to increase the number of
effective working hours of valuable
management and technical talent,

diminishing wasteful travel time be
tween diversified activities throughout
a widespread system of plants and
offices.

General aviation also makes great
contributions to agriculture, ranching
and conservation. A large percentage
of this aircraft use is in the applica
tion of chemical dusts and sprays.
During 1957, the most recent year for
which figures pertaining to aerial ap
plication activities were compiled,
61,000,000 acres were treated with
325,000 tons of dry chemicals and
95,000,000 gallons of spray, account
ing for almost 1,000,000 flight hours.
Several billions of dollars have been
added to agricultural and forestry in
come as a result of these improve
ments in productivity.

Wallace also pointed out that the
radio-navigation equipment industry
has not only enjoyed a parallel growth
with general aviation, but that it has
also been a major contributor to this
growth by producing communication
and navigation instruments of such
size, weight, dependability, accuracy
and cost as to make them especially
suitable for small aircraft use.

General aircraft manufacturers are
confident of a future of continued
growth. 1960 saw extensive plant ex
pansion, with intensified engineering
effort that came about as a result of
industry growth and profits. These
industry leaders are a portion of a
vast aerospace enterprise which is
composed of manufacturers that, on
the average, retain 70% of their earn
ings for expansion and necessary de
velopment. Manufacturers in other
industries retain an average of only
45 % for their development costs.
These airplane manufacturers made
good money in 1960 and they indicate,

in general, that they have put forth
a great deal of effort on expansion of
production facilities and product de
velopment, in preparing to serve a
market, the growth potential of which
is almost unlimited, and in anticipa
tion of the demand for a wider variety
of different types and sizes of aircraft.

Mrs. O. A. Beech, president of Beech,
expects 1961 sales to reveal a new
pace-setting, based on past perform
ance and the expansion of Beech's
selection to a complement of seven
different planes. Beech delivered 962
airplanes in 1960, with a total retail
value of $57,415,000. The Bonanza
held first place as the biggest seller,
with 345 units delivered. Beech deliv
ered 379 twin-engine planes. Ship
ments of the new Baron, which had
not begun until November, totaled up
to 23 units by Dec. 31.

At Lock Haven,Pa., W. T. Piper,
speaking as chairman of the board of
Piper Aircraft, said: "There is a de
mand for more speed in travel as busi
ness operations decentralize and move
to new and more remote locations. The
personal plane is the answer to many
of the travel problems and we are en
deavoring to offer as many types of
planes as possible to meet the wide
range of demands." Piper is doing
just that. Sales and earnings for 1960
were the best in the company's his
tory; they delivered 2,313 units which
had a retail value of $46,802,000 dur
ing the calendar year. Piper sales
were up 17% over 1959 and sales are
expected to increase at about the same
rate during the coming year, but
earnings will be a bit lower because of
heavy production start-up costs at
Piper's new Vero Beach, Fla. plant
and an overall expansion of engineer
ing and sales departments, according
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INSTRUMENT APPROACHES REPORTED BY FAA ARTC CENTERS
(FiscalYears1952·1960)

ANNUAL SHIPMENTS OF GENERAL AVIATION AIRCRAFT

(Companies reporting to the Utility Aircraft Council, AlA)Unit

Aero Total

Year
TotalDesignBeechCessnaChampionMooneyPiperOthersRetail Value

1955

4,434726801,746 321,87034$191,800,000

1956

6,7381547243,235162792,32955138,388,000

1957

6,1181397882,4892171072,30078132,868,000

1958

6,414976942,9262961602,16079135,916,000

1959

7,6891488933,5882741822,53074173,168,000

1960

7,5881559623,7212481722,31317201,626,000
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consideration as a major public works
project during the sixties.

The number of airports fell from a
total of 6,500 ten years ago, to about
5,300 by 1958. Since that time, the
total has again risen to 11 little over
6,400. W. T. Piper calls attention to
the need for small, inexpensive air
strips which could be financed, gen
erally, by the smallest towns. America
needs a minimum of from 15,000 to
20,000 public landing places, he adds.

Leaders in the general aviation in
dustry see the decade ahead as a pe
riod presenting a progress potential
which is almost unlimited. They are
fully alert to prevailing conditions for
continued growth and' expansion.
Despite their successes, they indicate
that they are still thinking in terms of
laying foundations for future industry
growth and for a greatly increased
number of general aviation contribu
tions to the productivity of the nation
and the economic well-being of every
community. END
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carriers can only economically serve
less than 600 stops throughout the
nation, and service is infrequent at
most of these places. That leaves over
16,000 cities and towns in outlying
regions which must rely on general
aviation if they are ever to gear them
selves to the air age, according to
AOPA observations. An AOPA study,
based on a number of sampling sur
veys, showed that in 1958, 103,790,868
people emplaned for flights in civil
aviation. General aviation accounted
for 57 % of this total; airline passen
gers made up the remaining 43%.
General aviation, then, becomes more
than just a supplement to air carrier
operations. It is a key to an impor
tant segment of essential 'air travel.
Private commercial carriage of pas
sengers for compensation or hire now
accounts for about 2,300,000 hours
flown annually, about one-fifth of the
general aviation total, according to
the Aerospace Industries Association.
AOPA contends that airport develop
ment, therefore, deserves important

"Government sources predict general aviation
aircraftwillbeflyingmorethan 25,000,000hours
in 1975-two and one-half times that of the
militaryand air carrierairplanes combined.

to Piper treasurer Charles W. Pool.
Piper enters the 1961 market with
two additional planes, the Colt and
Cherokee. A 50% step-up in produc
tion was also to have been achieved
by March 1. The T1-i-Pacer was Piper's
biggest seller for 1960; 446 of them
were delivered. Piper also sold 431
Apaches and Aztec.~.

During 1960, Cessna led the indus
try for the fifth consecutive year, with
airplane sales totaling 3,721 units at
a total retail value of $75,552,000. In
1959, Cessna officials predicted that
they would double their airplane sales
volume by 1965 at the rate of 20% per
year. The past year's 23r;' overall in
crease in sales volume over the year
previous showed that they were on
their way to accomplishment of this
goal. Cessna's 172 accounted for 1,015
units delivered in 1960 and Cessna
shipped 290 twin-engine 310's.

Ten years ago, business flying ac
counted for 35%, or 2,950,000 hours
flown out of a total of 8,500,000 hours
for general aviation. During 1960,
business usage accounted for 47% of
the year's total with 6,100,000 hours
flown. Ten years ago, planes for busi
ness use comprised approximately 40%
of the total number of general avia
tion active aircraft; today, these
planes still make up about 40% of the
76,000 presently active general avia
tion aircraft. But businessmen are
flying more and with general aviation
flying divided into business, commer
cial, instructional and pleasure usage
categories, industry leaders expect
business flying to show the most rapid
rate of expansion. Increasing numbers
of businessmen are endeavoring to
realize a greater usefulness of their
craft by preparing themselves to con
tinue flight in weather conditions
which they might have heretofore
chosen to consider prohibitive.

Several years ago, studies made by
the Government and the aviation in
dustry suggested that while the num
ber of hours flown by general aviation
planes may increase to 20,000,000 or
25,000,000 annually by 1970-75, the
demand upon IFR facilities would in
crease, disproportionately, six to eight
times. The FAA estimates that by
1975, the total number of instrument
rated pilots in general aviation will
have risen 1401< from the present
total of 54,000, while the total number
of all pilots will reflect only a 60%
increase for the same period.

The growth, importance and accept
ance of general aviation is just cause
for enthusiasm on the part of indus
try observers. Yet, a need for more
widespread and general public accept
ance causes anxiety, too. Scheduled air


